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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



tional application No. 

PCT/EP2003/013513 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|~j the international application as originally filed 
|^| the description: 



1-37 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 



14 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-13 



filed with the letter of 



22 June 2004 (22.06.2004) 



I | the drawings: 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 



, as originally filed 

m , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

[ I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

|~l furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

| 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

1 | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages , 

the claims, Nos. . 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in tfiis report as "originally fded" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. 1 6 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and aiviexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



1-13 



1-13 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: WO-A-02/44519 
D2: WO-A-02/44230 

1. Neither document Dl nor document D2 discloses a medium as 
specified in the amended version of independent claim 1 or 
a use as specified in the amended version of independent 
claim 7. The subject matter of the amended independent 
claims is therefore novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 



2. The subject matter of amended independent claims 1 and 7 is 
not suggested by the content or teachings of Dl or D2. The 
subject matter of the amended independent claims therefore 
involves an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

3. Dependent claims 2 to 6 and 8 to 13 therefore also meet the 
PCT requirements in respect of novelty and inventive step. 

4. " The claimed subject matter is industrially applicable (PCT 

Article 33 (4) ) . 
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PF 0000054108 A 1 IPER claims 



1Q./53718$ 

/PER claims 




1 . A composition comprising 

(a) at least one active compound for the treatment of plants; and 

(b) at least one N-vinylamide-based copolymer, 
wherein the copolymer comprises monomer units 

(i) of at least one N-vinylamide, 

(ii) of at least one ester of an ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acid, 
and, optionally, 

(iii) of at least one additional copolymerizable comonomer, 

wherein the carboxylic acid ester exhibits alkoxylate residues of the general 
formula (I) 

(R 1 ) n -X-(CHR 2 CH 2 0)w-(CHR 3 CH 2 OV(CHR 4 (CH 2 )yO) z - (I), 
in which 

r 1 is hydrogen or an aliphatic hydrocarbon residue with 3 to 

40 carbon atoms; 

R 2 , R 3 , R 4 are, independently of one another, hydrogen or d-4-alkyl; 

w, x, z correspond, independently of one another, to a value of 0 

to 100, the sum of w, x and z being greater than 0; 

y corresponds to a value of 1 to 20; 

X is N or O, 



n being 1 and R 1 not being hydrogen if X is O; or n being 2 if X is N. 
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IPER claims 



2. A composition as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the N-vinylamide is chosen from 
N-vinylpyrrolidone and N-vinylcaprolactam. 

3. A composition as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the ethylenically unsaturated 
carboxylic acid is acrylic acid or methacrylic acid. 

4. A composition as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the carboxylic acid esters exhibit 
ethoxylate residues of the general formula (la) 



5. A composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the additional copolymerizable 
comonomer is chosen from (meth)acrylamide, (meth)acrylonitrile, alkyl 
(meth)acrylates and alkyl vinyl ethers. 

6. A composition as claimed in any of the preceding claims, which comprises 

(i) 99 to 60 weight% of monomer units (i); 

(ii) 1 to 30 weight% of monomer units (ii); and 

(iii) 0 to 10 weight% of monomer units (iii). 

7. The use of the composition as claimed in any of claims 1 to 6 as adjuvant in 
the treatment of plants. 

8. The use as claimed in claim 7 for improving the effectiveness of an active 
compound for plant protection. 

9. The use as claimed in claim 7 in plant cultivation, in agriculture or in 
horticulture. 

10. The use as claimed in claim 7 for controlling undesired plant growth. 



R 1 -0-(C 2 H 4 0) z - 



(la) 



in which 



is branched or linear, saturated or unsaturated C 5 -i 5 -alkyl; and 



z 



corresponds to a value of 1 to 100. 



PF 00000541 O^p 3 ^ IPER claims 

1 1 . The use as claimed in claim 7 postemergence. 

12. The use as claimed in claim 7 in the spray treatment of plants. 

1 3. The use as claimed in claim 7 as tank additive. 



